To:
New Mexico Horse Council Board of Directors
From:
Elsie Shollenbarger

Subject:
NMHC Lifetime Achievement Award Nomination
Richard “Dick” Hensleigh has been an active participant and supporter of the New Mexico horse community for decades.


Brief Biography:  Dick Hensleigh was born in 1938 in Manhattan, Kansas, where his father was completing a degree in Animal Husbandry at Kansas State University.  After graduation, he moved back to the family farm in Winchester, where Dick belongs to the fourth generation to live on the family farm (still owned and operated by the Hensleigh family).  Dick started riding behind, and driving beside, his father at the age of four.  At 13, Dick began working for Hall of Fame breeders and trainers of American Saddlebreds Lee and Jane Fahey.  While there, he also met and learned from many other nationally famous trainers and horses.


Hensleigh’s riding and driving experience spans nearly 68 years to date.  He has had the good fortune to compete for and receive top awards in breed shows at all levels for Saddlebreds, Morgans, Welsh Cobs, Quarter Horses and mules.  His long showing career includes countless horses from the 1956 National 4-H Grand Champion Weanling, “Mr. Personality”, to the 2009 American Royal Champion Open 5-Gaited mare, “Our Sweet Addison”.

Hensleigh worked full time in the Insurance industry for nearly 50 years, and still serves as a consultant and is a member of several insurance Boards and committees.  He is active in the Valle Presbyterian Church.  He credits his achievements to the motivation and support of his parents, Paul and Aletha Hensleigh, his “other” parents and mentors, Lee and Jane Fahey, and encouragement and help from a lifetime of family and friends.  But “my number one source of encouragement and support, and my greatest helper, is my wife Suellen.  I am very fortunate.”


Dick and Suellen Hensleigh are the owners and operators of HQH Farms, located on Coors Boulevard in Albuquerque’s south valley.

As a competitor and public horse trainer of Saddlebreds, Quarter Horses, mules, driving of all breeds, and other disciplines, Dick has had a major impact on our local horse community.  As well as developing and showing horses to numerous local and national championships and awards for many years, he has mentored and encouraged numerous riders, young and old, to become responsible horse owners, and “good horse people”.  Dick and his wife Suellen have organized and been sponsors of the Saddlebred youth group for many years and have always been generous with their time for annual 4H programs such as “Kids, Kows and More” at the Fairgrounds.  He has given freely of his time to judge and help at many youth, amateur and 4-H events and several county fair horse shows.

The Hensleighs have also put together informal weekend events for children at their farm, and one of his proudest memories is helping one child slowly overcome her fear of horses and riding over the length of one summer and go on to become a champion horsewoman.

During the New Mexico Horse Council Horse Fairs, he was sole manager of the “Test Ride an American Quarter Horse” program, where attendees could sign up to experience a free brief, supervised horseback ride.  This involved getting AQHA permission and insurance, soliciting local owners to bring and lend quiet, well trained and forgiving Quarter horses, setting up a safe location, assembling riding helmets and all needed equipment, and overseeing the sessions.  He has also brought an American Quarter Horse to the NMHC State Fair booth on numerous occasions.  He has been a member of the New Mexico Horse Council for many years and has served as a director, officer, and chair of NMHC lobbying efforts.
He has also been an officer and on the boards of the New Mexico Quarter Horse Association, the American Saddlebred Association of NM, the Rio Grande Mule and Donkey Association, the American Mule Association and many other equine associations.

His dedication to his horses and his generosity toward his community have been wide and far ranging.  He should be honored by the New Mexico Horse Council with the Lifetime Achievement Award!
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