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Biography.  Eldon Reyer was born in Wyoming in 1933 and grew up in Colorado.  After serving with the US Navy for four years during the Korean conflict, he attended colleges in Colorado, graduating with a degree in Biological Science and Political Science from Colorado State College (Greeley) in 1961.  Summers during his college years were spent working as a seasonal fire guard, smoke jumper, mule packer and back country horse patrol ranger with the National Park Service.  While working in Yellowstone he met and married his wife Karen in 1959; their first daughter Kareen was born in 1961.

Park Service career.  After graduation, Eldon began a long career as a Park Ranger.  In various positions, he and his family worked and lived at Big Bend, Carlsbad Caverns, Canyonlands and Mt. McKinley (now Denali).  Their second daughter Maureen was born in Alaska in 1966.
As Eldon’s career advanced, he served as district ranger at Glen Canyon.  The entire family became thoroughly involved with horses and horsemanship, helping local ranchers whenever necessary.  He was later promoted to Superintendent of the Custer Battlefield National Monument.  

In 1974 he was again promoted to the position of Supervisory Legislative Affairs Specialist and the family and their horses moved to Washington, D.C. for seven years.  After that, in 1981 Eldon became the Associate Regional Director of the 48 park units in the SW region of the National Park Service, including LA, AR, TX, OK, AZ and NM.

After 34 years of federal service, Eldon Reyer retired in July 1989.  He returned to an early love, horses and packing, and developed his own outfit which he took into the back country and wilderness of the Santa Fe National Forest.  He volunteered his help to the US forest service in the area of trails maintenance.

Recreation and Trails involvement.  He was instrumental in forming the Santa Fe chapter of the Back Country Horsemen of America to help preserve “traditional and historic” stock use on federal lands.  He was also the National Park Service liaison helping to manage the legislation that created the Continental Divide National Scenic Trail and still works  and lobbies for this project.

He organized and presided over the Santa Fe County Happy Trails Horse Coalition, a group that mapped trails in Santa Fe County and produced the first defensible horse census in the state.  Armed with this data, he lobbied the state legislature and obtained funding for an underpass suitable for equestrians when Highway 285 was reconstructed.  He also served on the Santa Fe Executive Trail Committee, and represented equestrians on the Governor’s Bicycle, Pedestrian and Equestrian Committee.
In 1999 Eldon was asked to be one of the two equestrian members of the 30 member COLTPAC, the Santa Fe Open Land and Trails Planning and Advisory committee.  The committee was funded to survey and inventory trails and open space with a $12 million general obligation bond.

Eldon Reyer was appointed by Governor Bill Richardson to a four year term on the Recreational Trails Program Advisory Board in 2007.  This Board reviews projects and makes recommendations to the state Energy and Minerals Department for disposition of federal highway trails fund grants.  He has also been involved with the Valles Caldera Preserve planning.
New Mexico Girls Ranch.  In July 1991 Eldon and his wife Karen joined the staff of the New Mexico Boys and Girls Ranches (now “The Ranches”) as Livestock Education Specialists.  The Ranches serve children at risk and Eldon was the “cowboy” in charge of the twelve Girls Ranch horses, becoming a farrier so he could shoe the horses as well.  The equine program included equine assisted psychotherapy under the Equine Assisted Growth and Learning Association (EAGALA).  After 14 years of service, both Eldon and Karen retired from The Ranches in 2006.
NNMHA.  Since 1992 Eldon has been President of the Northern New Mexico Horseman’s Association which owns and operates an eight acre show facility including arenas and overnight stalls.  The NNMHA produces four youth horse shows each year as well as clinics and trail rides, and provides stalls for the Rodeo de Santa Fe each June.  Eldon Reyer is stall manager for this event.

In May, 2000, a “controlled burn” became the disastrous Cerro Grande fire, burning 48 thousand acres and destroying 400 homes in Los Alamos and White Rock.  Eldon offered the NNMHA grounds to house over 200 displaced equines (and other livestock) for over two weeks before they were allowed back home to the Los Alamos area.  He organized volunteer caretakers including veterinarians and farriers, and shipments of donated feed and materials.
Following this event, Eldon and his counterpart in the Sheriff’s Posse developed the Santa Fe County Equine Evacuation and Rescue Plan.  Volunteers were gathered to staff the holding facilities and to manage and transport animals.  (Early preparedness for individual horse owners is also covered.)  He has volunteered his time to present this plan in other parts of New Mexico and in other states.  Homeland Security has mandated “Emergency Annex” Agricultural Plans for each district in the state and Eldon has participated in developing the plan for NM District 3 (Santa Fe, Taos, Los Alamos and Rio Arriba Counties).  These plans will contain procedures for either evacuation or quarantine of livestock in the case of natural disasters or terrorist attacks.
New Mexico Horse Council.  Eldon and Karen are both life members of the New Mexico Horse Council, and Eldon has served on the Board for many years.  He currently holds the position of Vice President.  He participated in all the NMHC sponsored Horse Fairs with booths and demonstrations, and has also been involved with the State Fair booth and tent since this project began.  Even attending the Board meetings (since the family home is in Lamy, on the outskirts of Santa Fe) requires a huge commitment on his part.  He helped produce the NMHC Trails brochure and has presented the first and second draft of an emergency evacuation brochure.  He also is quietly involved in horse rescue, trails meetings, and private negotiations that suddenly resolve problems in the horse community.  He deserves the Lifetime Achievement Award and I am proud to present this nomination.
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